MEDICAL   MISSION WORK  IN  YEZD
each other with stones. When they saw him they
crowded round laughing, jeering, pulling his clothes,
and then began to pelt him with stones. He turned
and fled, running the whole way back to the city,
and to this shock he attributed the commencement
of his symptoms,
In my last chapter I referred to the prevalence of
the opium habit in Kerman, but we found many ad-
dicted to it also in Yezd. So much was this the case,
that I started admitting some of those who expressed a
desire to give up the habit into the hospital, submitting
them to a special treatment, with very good results.
It was a curious sight to see these patients grouped
together in the ward, smoking their carefully weighed
out amount of opium, which was gradually reduced
day by day, until they could go without altogether.
The opium habit is in truth a curse, but upon one
occasion I really believe it greatly helped to save a
man's life. It happened in this way, A well-known
merchant in Yezd was found in his house apparently
sleeping. His women-folk, unable to rouse him, be-
came alarmed, and sent for me. I found the patient
unconscious, exhibiting every symptom of belladonna
poisoning. An excited crowd, as usual, collected,
watching us as we tried every possible means of
saving the poor fellow's life. Strychnine and morphia
had been injected, cold water poured on his face, all
without avail: there was no sign of returning con-
sciousness. A happy thought struck me. Turning to
some of the men in the crowd, I asked whether they
were opium-smokers. Three or four somewhat
shamefacedly acknowledged that they did a little.,
so I ordered them to bring a pipe and a little of the
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